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amount to 1200 to 1300 troops of the line, besides the crews of the two frigates, and 1000, or probably more, armed Corsicans, a force superior to ours.
General Dundas seemed sensible of the difficulty of the undertaking. He ordered me the next day to move the regiment to Titime, and take upon me the command of the two corps. In the meantime the French sallied out of Bastia, attacked and drove the Corsicans from the village of Carda, and established themselves upon the ground which we must have possessed to batter the redoubts. Before I reached the heights their advanced picquets were pushed forward to within a couple of thousand yards of ours. General Dundas was up as soon as the regiment, and pointed out the ground for our encampment.
From a letter of Dundas to Paoli in British Museum, Paoli Correspondence 22,680, of February 25th, this must have been on February 24th. On February 23rd Hood congratulates Paoli " on the success of your brave people last night." Presumably flattery for Paoli, when the Corsicans let the French slip.
The cold upon the top of the mountain was very great, and the fog so thick, as in every sense to make our situation uncomfortable. Our position, however, was strong, and with the vigilance from which I never depart, it was impossible to come on us unawares. Captain Alcock had the advanced picquet. He heard them hard at work the whole night. They were entrenching themselves upon ground which we must possess in order to take Bastia. In the morning the Adjutant-General, Sir James Sinclair, brought me orders from the General to retire down the hill, using every precaution that the French might not perceive the movement and harass me. Orders were accordingly given for a march. Tents were struck immediately, and to the surprise of everybody the troops moved back. I remained with the four companies for about an hour after the rest to call in the picquets and cover the retreat. We encamped in front, mortars, and ammunition were found in St. Fiorenzo and the works of Martello. The enemy remained upon the heights of Titime for a day or two, and blew up part of the road. They those who made theommanded within a few
